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05 JAMES Chapter 2 — Practical Christian Living — The Ground 
is Level at the Foot of the Cross 


Ja S A quick summary of JAMES 2:1-17 


(i 
Whim asic 14 i) therich It’s easy to say “I am a Christian,” but James, the humble 
precious brother of Jesus, tells us what that means in his 
book. Many of us claim to be Christians but we don’t 
understand the forgiveness we receive in Christ. Many of us 
LET YOUR DEEDS 2) are, in fact, Christians, but we are ignorant of what it means 
to live out our faith in Jesus. | truly trusted in Jesus as a late 
; teen, but it has taken a lifetime to figure out how to really live 
the Christian life. Many of us don’t understand how walking with Jesus should affect everything 
about us including how we relate to the people and the world around us. 


JAMES 2:8-1 JAMES 2:12-13 
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James makes the connection between the profession of faith and walking in our faith. He is 
factual, asking us where the fruit is in our lives. It is an uncomfortable book for many because 
James challenges us to “put our works where our faith is” (in worldly terms sort of like when we 
say ‘putting your money where your mouth is’). This book is a course in Christianity 101. It 
tells us about how the rubber meets the road in our journey as a Christian. 


Beware of Personal Favoritism 


2 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
partiality. ? For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine 
apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, ? and you pay 
attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here ina good 
place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 

4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? (James 2:1-4, NKJV). 
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James starts this chapter by exposing the 
wrong of showing partiality/favoritism. He 
asks us whether or not we’ve shown special 


ourglorious 
Lord Jesus Christ, attention among ourselves thus becoming 
; i i f 
don t show judges with evil thoughts. We, as humans, 
Ant tend to look at the outer man or woman and 
favoritism. have preferential thoughts and judgments 


about others in our minds. We size each other up. Jame says that this comes from evil 


thoughts in our flesh. We either see people like God sees people or we see them in our 
flesh. He is telling us to resist the tendency to look down on others. | often tell this 
congregation that we should look across at others rather than down on them (or even 
to unrealistically look up to others). 


One thing I’ve never done at Union Grove (and Sue, our treasurer, can attest to this), is 
that | have never looked at one single penny that any of you have given to this assembly. 
| do this for several reasons. First, | don’t want to be impressed by what you’re giving, 
and second, | don’t want you to be trying to impress me with your giving. Your giving is 
between you and the Lord. Give in a pure way. Give in a cheerful way. In God’s 
economy, what we give isn’t the big thing, but rather the heart with which we give is the 
big thing. 


3 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in 
faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? ê But you 
have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the 
courts? 7” Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? (James 2:5- 
7, NKJV). 


James reminds us that wealth can very easily become a stumbling 
block to believers. When one has wealth there is recognition that 
comes from the world. It continually baits those with wealth to 
think more of themselves than they should. Wealth is indeed a 
measurement of accomplishments, and when we, as humans, 

d accomplish a lot, we are tempted to think more of ourselves than 
~~ we should. If you have wealth, don’t fall into the trap. 


Remember what we learned’ in James chapter 1, “1” Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.” (James 1:17, NIV). The rich man or woman should remember that it is 
GOD who gave them their intellect, and it is God who gave them the health and drive to 
have a great career and to accumulate much. Every good and every perfect gift is from 
above. 


In the early church there was clearly some not so nice 
stuff going on, perhaps even between the church 
members. Apparently, there were some rich people 
who were suing others in the congregation or 


RINS "i something. James is just telling us to try to see people 
, that are wealthy the way God sees them. They are 
Ghrist J@sus just people with money. It doesn’t make them 


anything greater or lesser in God’s eyes. 


8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you do well; ? but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 7° For whoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. + For He who said, “Do not commit 
adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. ? So speak and so do as those 
who will be judged by the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one 
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. (James 2:8-13, NKJV). 


James is speaking to his very Jewish audience. They were, in fact, all Jews who were 
reading this book. Many were believers, but they were still in that stage of the church 
where they were going to temple or synagogue and they were very conscious of the 
law. In these verses, James is telling them that in the same way breaking one of the 
Mosaic laws makes a person guilty of the whole law; when we don’t get the “law of 
liberty” right, we’re in need of God’s mercy. The law of liberty is loving God with all of 
our heart, soul, and mind, and loving our neighbor as ourself. He is telling us to “speak 
and act” like those who are under the law of Jesus, the law of liberty. Mercy triumphs 
over judgment. 


Faith Without Works Is Dead 


14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can faith save him? » If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 
16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do 
not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 7” Thus 
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. (James 2:14-17, NKJV). 


He is talking about people that talk all the time about being a believer but have no 
evident fruit in their lives. Over these last 5 years since | began my ministry at Union 


Grove, God has moved us to do real, physical, tangible, acts of love for one another. If 
we don’t do this, what is our Christianity all about? FAITH THAT HAS NO ACTION IS 
DEAD. That means it has no fruit. Many evangelicals cannot stand the book of James. 
Martin Luther wanted to remove it from the Bible. He rightfully detested the law of 
works that had risen up in the Church at that time in his life. It is important to get this 
right. Verses 14-17 demand that we look after one another. James is saying that this is 
how we work out our faith in practical terms. 


18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and | have works.” Show me your faith 
without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 1° You believe that 
there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 7° But do you 
want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 74 Was not Abraham 
our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? ? Do you see 
that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 
23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 74 You see 
then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. (James 2:18-24, NKJV). 


James is pointing out that merely “believing that God is, is not enough.” Even the 
demons believe and know that God exists. James is emphasizing that FEET FOLLOW 
TRUE FAITH (my way of saying we walk the talk). James gives instances of the acts of 
faith that Abraham and Rahab (James 2:25) did that were the evidence of the faith they 
had in God. James is not saying that we will be saved by our good works, but he is 
saying that IF WE TRULY ARE SAVED THERE WILL BE GOOD WORKS. They must go 
together. For example, a marriage cannot be without a man and a woman committing 
to each other. A potato sald cannot exist without potatoes. For my cowpokes in the 
group, a trail ride can’t be without equines. 


| think Christians often don’t like this discussion because they feel it will make 
some mistakenly think that they can be saved by works. | also think James is making 
sure that people won’t mistakenly believe that true belief and true salvation are a 
reality in the absence of any real evidence of good works. Paul clarifies this relationship 
between faith and works in his letter to the Ephesian church; look at verses 8, 9, AND 10 
of chapter 2: “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, ° not of works, lest anyone should boast. 7° For we are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them (NKJV). We are not saved by works, but we 
are saved to do good works. It is that simple. 


Abraham put legs to his faith when he was willing to sacrifice his only son. His faith had 


action. Our faith and our actions must work together making our faith complete by 
what we do! 


25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out another way? 7° For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead also. (James 2:25-26, NKJV). 


Scripture tells us that fruit is the one thing we have the ability to judge one another 
with. James tells us to not look at external things to judge one another, but rather look 
at the works that are or are not in your own life and the lives of others. We can judge 
not in a hypocritical way, but in a discerning way. Jesus talked about false prophets 
coming saying that we will know them by their fruit. Look to your leaders. Does their 
fruit line up with their faith? 


In closing, let me clarify that the only work needed for salvation is the finished work of 
Jesus on the cross (Romans 5:10). He declared that work finished (John 19:30). We enter 
into God’s rest by faith (Hebrews 4:10). We can’t do anything to earn or maintain our 
salvation (Romans 3:24). Our works cannot justify us before the Lord (Galatians 2:16). 
We learned in Galatians that we began our walk in grace and we don’t finish it with 
deeds of the flesh (Galatians 3:2-3). Salvation is by grace and it is not through ANY works 
that we have done (Ephesians 2:8-9). HOWEVER, obedience produces works (Ephesians 
2:10). Faith is the thing which pleases God (Hebrews 11:6). No amount of law-keeping 
can accomplish it (Titus 3:5). If works could save us, then Jesus died for nothing. 
(Galatians 2:21). 


BUT.... If we have true faith in Jesus Christ, we will be “eager to do what is good” (Titus 
2:14). John the Baptist cried out for “fruit in keeping with repentance” (Matthew 3:8). 
What James is telling us is that true saving faith is alive. It is not dead. It is accompanied 
by action. Grace through faith saves us, and that faith is made manifest in works. If 
someone claims to have faith in Christ yet exhibits no good works, his or her faith is 
“dead,” or plainly speaking, it is nonexistent. 


The faith vs. works debate should not be a debate at all. Both faith and works are 
integral parts of the Christian life. It is where the “rubber meets the road.” Biblically, 
faith is the cause of salvation, while works are the evidence of the great transformation 
that God made in our hearts when we believed. 


Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas 
dating back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 
uniongrove362@gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
Tel: 936-825-1227 (Edited and proofed by Amanda Neese- Webster, Texas.) All financial 
gifts to this ministry are tax-deductible as a 501 (c) (3) Corporation. 


